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vELLOWSTONE ELK MIGRATIONS

o The Pulse
== of the Park

| Bison, bear, wolf. Each 81imalis an emblem of Yellowstone National

; But the true pulse of the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem is measured rs

hoofbeat of elk, the parks most abundant large mammal. Each spr\:y :&

of thousands of these gréat deer flow into the park to feed on hig\-ai‘\l\:‘;c

; vegetation, then flow back out into the surrounding region when autumn

: snow falls, The movement of nine elk herds—composing what ecologist

Y Arthur Middleton calls the Greater Yellowstone superherd—supports a
o unigue complex of scavengers and carnivores that, outside the park, includes

human hunters. This map is the first to use GPS data from collared elk to

depict the herds' migration corridors—Yellowstone's arteries and veins.
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The Hunting
Economy

Huntingcreates aseasonal migration
ofitsown. Eachyearitbrings thousands of
visitorsto the' three states—Wyoming,
i ‘Montana,and 1daho—thatshare the €cosys-
‘\em, pumpingmillions of dollars into thelr
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