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Principal Glacier Fed River System of Himalayas  

Major river 

system 

Name of river/ 

tributary  

Catchment area (sq. km) covered 

by 

Percentage 

Glaciation 

Mountains Glaciers 

Indus 268,482 8,790 3.3 

33,670 170 5.0 

27,195 2,944 10.0 

8,029 206 2.5 

47,915 1,295 2.7 

14,504 638 4.4 

Ganga Yamuna 11,655 125 1.1 

23,051 2,312 10.0 

Ramganga 6,734 3 0.04 

Kali 16,317 997 6.01 

Karnali 53,354 1,543 2.9 

Gandak 37,814 1,845 4.9 

Brahmaputra  Kosi 61,901 1,318 2.1 

Tista 12,432 495 4.0 

Raidak 26,418 195 0.7 

Manas 31,080 528 1.7 

Subansiri 18,130 725 4.0 

256,928 1,080 0.4 

Dibang 12,950 90 0.7 

Lohit 20,720 425 2.01 

Gross 10,01,294 25,724 2.6 



Drainage map of the Himalayan Rivers 

Bhagirathi 

Alaknanda  

Chhota shigri  

Tista Basin 

Himalayan Glaciers 



Location Map of Uttarkashi  District in Uttaranchal State 
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Figure 1.3: Uttarkashi District Map
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Map No. 2.4: Bhagirathi Sub-Basins with River Network
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Base Map of the Bhagirathi River Basin 
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Different Group of Peaks 



Gaumukh, Snout of the Bhagirathi River 

Flow of Bhagirathi River 



Debris / Ice Cover in the Gangotri Glacier 
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Snout positions of the Gangotri Glacier since 1817 to 1971 



Retreat of the Gangotri Glacier by Earth Observatory, NASA, 2004 




