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 Motivation 

 
1. Glaciers are key indicators for the ongoing climate change 

 
2. The covering snowpack considerably affects the glacier-ice surface temperature 

and thus the meltdown of the glaciers 
 

3. The detailed investigation as well as the accurate delineation of the actual snow 
line ς here defined as the fluctuating lower altitudinal boundary of the snow-
covered area ς are of high importance 
 

4. Evaluation and validation of a glacier mass balance model developed at RWTH 
Aachen  
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